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MIHÁLY GERVAY WAS BORN 200 YEARS AGO   
– THE WORLD’S FIRST OFFICIAL POSTCARD WAS ISSUED 150 

YEARS AGO 
SPECIAL EDITIONS AND STAMP SET 

 

Magyar Posta is issuing its numbered souvenir sheet released on 

9 May 2019 in honour of the centenary of the birth of Mihály 

Gervay and the 150th anniversary of the world’s first official 

postcard being issued also in limited printing technique editions 

and in the form of an exclusive stamp set. The new issues were 

made based on the designs of the graphic artist Attila André 

Elekes and will be available while stocks last at Filaposta in 

Hungary from 3 June 2019, but may also be ordered by e-mail at 

philately@posta.hu.  

In addition to the standard edition of the souvenir sheet previously 
released to mark the centenary of the birth of Mihály Gervay and the 
150th anniversary of releasing the world’s first official postcard, on this 
occasion a red-numbered imperforated and a green-numbered 
specially perforated edition of the souvenir sheet as well as an 
exclusive stamp set are being issued. 

The stamp set contains a standard edition of the commemorative 
souvenir sheet together with its red-numbered imperforated and green-
numbered specially perforated edition as well as a black print, which 
may only be purchased as part of this stamp set. The souvenir sheets 
and the black print are in mounts to protect them. The stamp set sold in 
a resealable plastic case comes with a numbered Certificate in 
Hungarian, English and German bearing an embossed postal seal 
verifying its originality. All the editions in each set of the 1,000 sets 
issued bear the same serial number in the number range between 1 
and 1,000.  

The red- and green-numbered souvenir sheets with serial numbers 
above the 1,000 number range are also available for sale outside the 
set. 

The black print may not be used to pay for the postage of letter mail. 

 

Order code:  

2019131030011 (special perforated souvenir sheet) 

2019132030013 (imperforated souvenir sheet) 

2019133030011 (set) 

Issued on: 3 June 2019 

Face value/selling price: The face value of the 
souvenir sheets is HUF 1,000. (On the date of issue a 
supplementary denomination.)  
The selling price of the stamp set is HUF 20,000.  

Printing technique: 4-colour offset 

Number of copies: 5,000 red- and 5,000 green-
numbered souvenir sheets and 1,000 sets were 
produced. 1,000 copies were made of the black print 
that can only be purchased as part of the set. 

Imperforated size of souvenir sheet: 80 x 110 mm  

Perforated size of stamps within the sheet: 40 x 31.5 

mm 

Paper type: White, wood-free, surface-treated, gummed 

stamp paper with optical whitener 

Printed by ANY Biztonsági Nyomda Nyrt. (souvenir 

sheets, black print); Pátria Nyomda Zrt. (folder); Postal 

printworks (Certificate) 

Source: Post Museum and Stamp Museum  

Designed by Attila André Elekes 
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